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Ritual Technology:  

An Experimental Approach to Cucuteni-Tripolye Chalcolithic Figurines  
#
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Abstract 

$%&'(# )*+# ,*-./&.0)*0/# )1-20)0&'3# &4# 3&5)*+-3)# 651&7+8# )*+# ,5/5)+'09:107&.;+# )1-20)0&'# 2037.-;3# )*+# %&3)# 20<+13+# );7&.&(;# &4# /+1-%0/#
40(510'+3=#:*03#7-7+1#71+3+')3#-'#+>7+10%+')-.#-771&-/*#)&#5'2+13)-'2#)*+#!"#$%&'()*+#,(+-&#&4#)*+#2+/&1-)+2#40(510'+3#%&2+..+2#41&%#)*1++#
%&25.+3#&4#/.-;8#+%7*-30?0'(#)*+#3)15/)51+#&4#)*+#)+/*'&.&(;#&4#%-@0'(#-'2#A1+-@-(+=#,&%7-1+2#B0)*#)*+#3)15/)51+#&4#10)5-.38#)*+#!"#$%&'
()*+#,(+-&#1+<+-.3#1+7+)0)0<+#-'2#3)-'2-120?+2#-/)0&'38#B*0/*#0%7.0+3#-#10)5-.0?+2#/*-1-/)+1#&4#)*+#)+/*'&.&(0+3#&4#%-@0'(#-'2#2+/&'3)15/)0&'3#
&4#)*+#40(510'+3=#:*+#3+%0&)0/#&4#)*+#2+/&1-)0&'#03#-.3&#203/533+28#B*0/*#-.3&#3++%3#)&#*-<+#*-2#-#10)5-.#/*-1-/)+1#25+#)&#0)3#1+7+)0)0<+#-'2#
3)-'2-120?+2#7-))+1'3=#

Key-words:#,*-./&.0)*0/C#,5/5)+'09:107&.;+C#+>7+10%+')C#!"#$%&'()*+#,(+-&C#10)5-.= #
#
 

Introduction 

D1&%7)+2#A;#)*+#70&'++10'(#B&1@#&4#E-10F-#G0%A5)-3#H"IJKC#
"ILIC#"II"C#"IIIM8#)*+#40(510'+3#&4#3&5)*+-3)+1'#651&7+#*-<+#
A+/&%+# -# 1+/511+')# 35AF+/)# B0)*0'# )*+# 1+3+-1/*# &'# )*+#
71+*03)&1;# &4# )*+# N-.@-'3# -'2# )*+# '&1)*B+3)+1'# N.-/@# O+-#
-1+-=# $.)*&5(*# +>)+'30<+.;# 3)520+2# 4&1# 2+/-2+3# 41&%# )*+#
<0+B7&0')#&4# 0/&'&.&(;#H+=(=8#E-1-'(&5#"IIPC#,&%3-#"IIQC#
N0+*.# "II!C# E&'-*# "IIJC# R-?-1&<0/0# ,9E=# PSSQM8# /&')+>)#
H+=(=8# R-?-1&<0/0# ,9E=# PSSQM8# /&17&1+-.0);# H+=(=8# N-0.+;#
PSSQ-C# E-1-'(&5# PSSIM8# &1# !"#$%&./()*+#,(+-&.# H+=(=8#
G*+&1(*05#PSSQC#G-;2-13@-#&,0#1=#PSSLM8#)*+3+#-771&-/*+3#2&#
'&)#.+-2#)&#-'#5'2+13)-'20'(#&4#)*+#20<+130);#-'2#/&%7.+>0);#
&4# )*+# %+33-(+3# /&')-0'+2# 0'# 40(510'+3# H3++# R+351+# PSSPC#
N-0.+;#"IIKC#N-0.+;#"II!C#N-0.+;#PSSQ-M8#-3#B+#/-'# 40'2# 0'#
*03)&10/#-'2#71+*03)&10/# )0%+3#0'#2044+1+')#(+&(1-7*0/-.#-1+-3#
H3++8# 4&1# 0'3)-'/+8# D0'/*# PSS!C# ,;7*+13# "IITC# -'2# O)&/@+1#
-'2#U)03#,*-1.)&'#PSS"M=#

Methods 

U'+#1+-3&'#4&1# )*03#30)5-)0&'#/&5.2#A+# )*-)# 4&1# )*+#%&3)#7-1)#
)*+# -771&-/*+3# &4# )*+# .-3)# 2+/-2+3# B+1+# A-3+2# %-0'.;# &'#
%&2+1'# /&('0)0<+# 7-1-20(%38# B*0/*# 2&# '&)# 7-;# %5/*#
-))+')0&'# )&# )*+# 71&/+33+3# &4# %-@0'(8# +1(&'&%0/38# 10)5-.0);8#
)*+#%&2+3#&4#%-'075.-)0&'#&4# )*+# 40(510'+38#&1# +<+'# )&# )*+01#
%-)+10-.0);8#B*+'# )1;0'(# )&# +>7.-0'# )*+#%-)+10-.# /5.)51+# -'2#
/&'3+V5+').;8# )&#5'2+13)-'20'(# )*+#37010)5-.0);#&4#71+*03)&10/#
7&75.-)0&'3=#E;#+>7+10+'/+#B0)*#40(510'+3#HG*+&1(*05#"IIPC#
"II!-C# "II!AC# "IIJC# PSS"C# PSSPC# PSSTC# PSSQM# .+-23# %+# )&#
/&'302+1# -'# +>7+10%+')-.# -771&-/*# )&# )*+# 1+.-)0&'3*07#
A+)B++'# *5%-'# -(+'/;# -'2# %-)+10-.# B*0/*# /&5.2# 71&<02+#

30('040/-')#2+)-0.3#&'#)*+#%+-'0'(#&4#)*+3+#-%A0(5&53#&AF+/)3#
-'2#&44+1#'+B#7+137+/)0<+3#4&1#1+3+-1/*=##

W'3&4-1# -3# )*+# .04+# &4# )1-20)0&'-.# 3&/0+)0+3# B-3# 10)5-..;#
3)15/)51+2# H3++# N1-2.+;# PSSTC# PSSQM8# W# 71+35%+# )*-)# -#
+-,2#1-3&4# H3++# N+..# "IIP8# LL# 44=M# 7+14&1%-'/+# B-3# 37+/040/#
-.3&#)&#)+/*'&.&(0+3=#:*+1+4&1+8#A;#+>7+10+'/0'(#)*+#!"#$%&./
()*+#,(+-&.# &'+# /&5.2# 5'2+13)-'2# )*+# 10)5-.# 30('040/-'/+# &4#
3&%+# &AF+/)3# 41&%# )*+# %&%+')# &4# )*+01# /1+-)0&'=# X&1# )*03#
1+-3&'# W# -771&-/*# +>7+10%+')-.# -1/*-+&.&(;# -3# -# 71-/)0/-.#
)&&.# )&#+>-%0'+#)*+#)+/*'&.&(0/-.#3)-(+3#0'<&.<+2#0'#%-@0'(#
/.-;#40(510'+3#0'#/&''+/)0&'#B0)*#)*+#*5%-'#-'-)&%;#-'2#)*+#
%+/*-'0/-.# 710'/07.+3# &4# )*+# *5%-'# A&2;# H0=+=# +1(&'&%0/3M8#
-'2# -.3&# -3# -# )&&.# )&# 3)52;# )*+# 10)5-.0?+2# A+*-<0&51# &4# )*+#
&7+1-)&1#2510'(#)*+#%-@0'(#&4#40(510'+3=#

W'# 1+4+1+'/+# )&# )*+# -A&<+# %+')0&'+2# *;7&)*+3+38# W# B0..#
203/533# (%15# &'+# );7+# &4# 40(510'+# 41&%# )*+# .-1(+# /&1753# &4#
O&5)*+-3)+1'# 651&7+-'# 71+*03)&10/# 3)-)5+))+3# %-2+# &4# /.-;8#
A&'+8# 3)&'+8# &1# %+)-.99# )*+# A09/&'0/-.8# 2+/&1-)+2#
-')*1&7&%&17*0/# /.-;# 40(510'+3# A+.&'(0'(# )&# )*+# ,5/5)+'09
:107&.;+#,*-./&.0)*0/#)1-20)0&'=#

Cucuteni–Triploye: A short description#

:*+# 71&25/)0&'# &4# /+1-%0/# 40(510'+3# 0'# 3&5)*+-3)+1'#651&7+#
2510'(# )*+#!)*#%0..+''05%#N,#B-3# -# 1+35.)# &4# )*+#Y+&.0)*0/#
Z7-/@-(+[# HN52F-# PSSQC# \0.0'(01&!.5# PSSQC# ]0'(# -'2#
^'2+1*0..# PSSPM# B0)*# +-1.;# 3;%A&.3# H3++# ,-5<0'# "IIJM#
7+17+)5-)+2#-'2#+>7-'2+2# 0'# )*+#,*-./&.0)*0/=# W'# )*03# 1+(0&'#
)*+# 35A3+V5+')# Q)*# %0..+''05%# N,# 03# /*-1-/)+103+2# A;# )*+#
+%+1(+'/+# &4# /&%7.+># 3&/0+)0+3# B0)*# 3&/0-.# 2044+1+')0-)0&'8#
%-)+10-.03+2# 0'# )*+# 2+<+.&7%+')# &4# 3+)).+%+')3# &4# .-1(+#
20%+'30&'3# HE-10'+3/59N_./5# -'2# N&.&%+;# PSSSC# `*0)).+#
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!P#
#

"II!M# -'2# -# 3&7*03)0/-)+2# %-)+10-.# /5.)51+# H`*0)).+# "II!C#
N-0.+;# PSSSM=# X&1# )*+# 1+(0&'# 4&5'2# A+)B++'# )*+# B+3)+1'#
,-17-)*0-'3# %&5')-0'3# -'2# )*+# '&1)*+1'# N.-/@# O+-8# 3&/0-.#
/*-'(+3# -1+# 3++'# 0'# )*+# )1-'34&1%-)0&'3# &4# )*+# )1-20)0&'#
@'&B'# -3# ,5/5)+'09:107&.;+# )1-20)0&'# H,5/5)+'0# 1+4+13# )&#
7*-3+3#$8#$aN#-'2#N#-'2#:107&.;+#0'<&.<+3#7*-3+3#N#W8#N#WW#
-'2# ,# W# -'2# WWM# Hb5%0)1+3/5# "IJLC# E-')5# &,0 #1=# "IIJC#
^135.+3/5# -'2# :+'/-105# PSS!C# 62!2,&%-/7+-)-11-## PSSLM8# -)#
)*+#%022.+#&4#)*+#Q)*#%0..+''05%#N,=#

,*-1-/)+103)0/# &4# ,5/5)+'09:107&.;+# 37-)0-.# &1(-'0?-)0&'# -1+#
1&5'293*-7+2# 4&1)040+2# <0..-(+3# HE-10'+3/59N_./5# "IITM# &4#
.-1(+# 20%+'30&'3# .&/-)+2# 0'# )*+# +-3)+1'# 7-1)# &4# )*+# -1+-#
0%7.0/-)+2# 0'# )*+# )1-20)0&'# H:3<+@#"II!M# -'2# )*+# -A3+'/+#&4#
'+/1&7&.03+38#-#/5.)51-.#)1-0)#B*0/*#0'20/-)+3#)*+#71-/)0/+#&4#-'#
&449(1&5'2# 10)5-.# &1# /1+%-)0&'=# ,+1-%0/# 71&25/)0&'# B-3#
/*-1-/)+10?+2# A;# -# *0(*# V5-.0);# 7-0')+2# /+1-%0/# +.-A&1-)+.;#
2+/&1-)+2# 0'# &'+8# )B&# &1# )*1++# /&.&5138# /&-13+# B-1+# -'2#
-')*1&7&%&17*0/8# ?&&%&17*0/# -'2# )+/*'&%&17*0/# 40(510'+3#
H62!2,&%-/7+-)-11-##PSSLC#$')*&';#-'2#,*0#PS"SM=#

The clay figurines 

$.)*&5(*# /&%%&'# /5.)51-.# )1-0)3# -1+# )&# A+# 4&5'2# 0'# -..# )*+#
,*-./&.0)*0/# )1-20)0&'38# )*+1+# 03#-#*0(*#1+(0&'-.#<-10-A0.0);# 0'#
3);.+#B0)*0'#)*+%=#:*03#<-10-A0.0);#03#V50)+#<030A.+#0'#)*+#3*-7+#
-'2# 2+/&1-)0&'# &4# )*+# 40(510'+3# HE-1-'(&5# "IIPC# Y-'&(.5#
PSS!C#E&'-*# "IIJC#N-0.+;# PS"SM8# 7-1)0/5.-1.;# )*&3+# &4# )B&#
'+0(*A&510'(# )1-20)0&'38# @'&B'# -3#G5%+.'0"-9]-1-'&<&# -'2#
,5/5)+'09:107&.;+8# B*0/*# 53+2# 2044+1+')# 3);.+3# )&# 1+71+3+')#
)*+# *5%-'# A&2;=# W'# A&)*# )1-20)0&'3# 40(510'+# %+-'0'(# 03#
20440/5.)# )&# 5'2+13)-'2# 41&%# -# /&')+>)5-.# 7+137+/)0<+# H3++#
N-0.+;#PSSQAM8#A+/-53+#&4#)*+#1-'2&%#7-))+1'3#&4#&//511+'/+#
0'# 3+)).+%+')3=# X&1# +>-%7.+8# 0'# ,5/5)+'09:107&.;+#
3+)).+%+')38# -')*1&7&%&17*0/# 40(510'+3# B+1+# 203/&<+1+2# 0'#
<-10&53# 7.-/+3# 35/*# -3# 0'# -'2# -1&5'2# *&53+*&.23# HE-')5#
"IIT8#Q"9QPM#&1#0'#70)3#Hb5%0)1+3/5#"IQK8#KSTC#E-')5#"IIT8#
Q"9QPM=# O5/*# <-10-A.+# 37-)0-.# 203)10A5)0&'# 35((+3)3# )*-)# )*+#
3-%+#&AF+/)#*-2#2044+1+')#<-.5+3#0'#2044+1+')#7.-/+3=##

:B&#41+V5+')#);7+3#&4#/.-;#40(510'+3#/-'#A+#02+')040+2#0'#)*+#
,5/5)+'09:107.&;+#)1-20)0&'c#)*+#5'2+/&1-)+28#B0)*#&1#B0)*&5)#
-'-)&%0/-.#2+)-0.3#H35/*#-3#4-/+#4+-)51+38#-1%38#4++)8#&1#3+>MC#
-'2#)*+#2+/&1-)+2#&'+38#B0)*#A&20+3#-2&1'+2#B0)*#0'/030&'3#&1#
7-0')+2#.0'+3=#G+'+1-..;8#)*+#2+/&1-)+2#40(510'+3#H41&%#7*-3+3#
$#-'2#$aNM#2&#'&)#2037.-;#4-/+#4+-)51+38#-'2#)*+#-1%3#-'2#)*+#
4++)# -1+# 3)1+)/*+2# 0')&#&'+#/&'0/-.# 3*-7+=#:*+#&//511+'/+#&4#
5'2+/&1-)+2# -'2# 2+/&1-)+2# 40(510'+3# 2044+13# -//&120'(# )*+#
/5.)51-.#7*-3+#-'2#A;#3+)).+%+')#Hb5%0)1+3/5#"IQK8#KS!M=##

N+(0''0'(# B0)*# )*+# D1+/5/5)+'0# WW# 7*-3+# )1-20)0&'#
HE-10'+3/59N_./5# "IJK8# "SJM# -'2# /&')0'50'(# B0)*# ,5/5)+'0#
7*-3+# $# Hb5%0)1+3/5# "IQK8# KSTC# E-')5# "IIT8# Q"M8# )*+#
%-F&10);# &4# )*+# -A&<+9%+')0&'+2# );7+3# &4# 40(510'+3# B+1+#
41-/)51+2#HN0A0@&<#"IQTC#E-')5#"IIT8#Q"C#E&'-*#"IIJ8#!PM=#
HX0(=# "M# O+<+1-.# 3)520+3# )1;# )&# 2+%&'3)1-)+# -'# 0')+')0&'-.#
71&/+33# &4# 2+3)15/)0&'# &4# &AF+/)3# 0'# 71+*03)&1;# H+=(=8#
de/@%-''# "I!Q8# "K9PTC# ,*-7%-'# PSSSC# Nf'44;# PSSQC#
,*-7%-'# -'2# G-;2-13@-# PSSJM8# A+/-53+# )*+# /&')1&..+2#
A1+-@-(+# &4# 3&%+# 40(510'+3# 03# 0'# -# 3+'3+# *022+'# 0'# )*+#

+<02+'/+# &4# /&'3)15/)0&'#/&')-0'+2# B0)*0'# )*+%# HG*+&1(*05#
PSSQM=#

#

Fig. 1: Broken figurine from an unknown site, Precucuteni tradition 
(Photo by the author). 

:*+#);7+#&4#A1+-@-(+#&4#%-';#41-(%+')+2#40(510'+3#/&5.2#A+#
1+.-)+2# )&# )*+# %+)*&2# &4# %-'54-/)51+# H3++# b5%0)1+3/58# d=#
"IPJ9PI8# L"9LPC#b5%0)1+3/5# "IQK8# KS!C#N0A0@&<#"IQT8# PSQC#
E&'-*# "IIJ8# QL9IC# 4&1# +>-%7.+3# &5)302+# )*+# ,5/5)+'09
:107&.;+#)1-20)0&'#3++#E-1-'(&5#"IIP8#"TIC#:-.-.-;#"IIT8#TSC#
,*-7%-'#PSSS8#JS9J"M=# X&1# +>-%7.+8# )*+# 40(510'+3#%-2+#&4#
/.-;# %&25.+3# B+1+# A1&@+'# -//&120'(# )&# 3&%+# 1+/5110'(#
7-))+1'3# HE-1-'(&5# "IIP8# "TI# 44=C# :-.-.-;# "IIT8# T"C#
G*+&1(*05#PSS"C#PSSQM=#

Chaînes-opératories 

W)# 03# )*03# 3)15/)51+2# B-;# &4# %-@0'(# -'2# 2+/&'3)15/)0'(# )*+#
40(510'+3#)*-)#%&)0<-)+2#%+#)&#-771&-/*#)*+#40(510'+3#-3#10)5-.#
&AF+/)38# -'2# )*+#%-0'#7517&3+#&4# )*03# -1)0/.+# 03# )&# 1+<+-.# )*+#
10)5-.03)0/#-37+/)3#&4#)*+#40(510'+#!"#$%&./()*+#,(+-&.#0'#&12+1#
)&# 0')1&25/+# )+/*'&.&(0+3# 0')&# )*+# 10)5-.# 40+.2=# :*03#
-335%7)0&'# 03# 3577&1)+2# A;# )*+# +<02+'/+# )*-)# )*+# /+')1-.#
/&'3)0)5)0&'# &4# -# 10)5-.# 9# 3++'# -3# -# 1&5)0'+8# 1+7+)0)0<+# -'2#
&12+1+2#A+*-<0&51#H<-'#G+''+77#"I!SC#:51'+1#"I!IM#&1#-3#-#
3)+1+&);7+2# -'2# 1+25'2-')# -/)0<0);# H:-%A0-*# "ILQM99#
02+')040+3#0)#B0)*#-#)+/*'&.&(0/-.#!"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&=##

:*+# /&'/+7)# &4# !"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&8# -# 71&25/)# &4# )*+# X1+'/*#
3/*&&.#&4#-')*1&7&.&(;#HE-533#"ITQ8#R+1&;#G&51*-'#"IKTaQC#
R+1&;# G&51*-'# "I!KaQC# ,1+3B+..# "IJ!C# R+%&''0+1# "ILTC#
R+%&''0+1#PSSPM8#0335+2#41&%#3)520+3#&4#,&!"%-82&.0420!(+).#
&1# (+3)51+38# B-3# '&)# 1+.-)+2# )&# 10)5-.=# d&B+<+18# 0'# /+1)-0'#
)+/*'&.&(0+3#B0)*#-#7*;30/-.#2+)+1%0'03%#H.0@+#)*+#%&2+..0'(#
-'2#4010'(#)*+#/.-;M8# )*+#!"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&#*-3#-#*0(*#2+(1++#
&4# 3)-'2-120?-)0&'# -'2# 1&5)0'+8# -'2# )*+1+4&1+# 0)# /-'# A+#
7+1/+0<+2# -3# -# )+/*'0/-.# 10)5-.=# b+370)+# )*+# 0')50)0<+#
3)-)+%+')3# &4# 3&%+# 3/*&.-13# .0@+#E-533# H"IQS8# ""9"PM#B*&#
3)1+33+3# )*-)# -# Z.*+-&0 4&.0 9&.,&.0 4&0 1:#+,-.#%0 &.,0 #2..-0
2%-;(+<*<&%,0+*91*&082&01#0.*+-&04&.09&.,&.0420<#9-!-&%[8#)*+#
/&''+/)0&'3# A+)B++'# 10)5-.# -'2# )+/*'&.&(;# -1+# <+1;# <-(5+#
H4&1#-# .0)+1-)51+#71&#-'2#-(-0'3)# )*+#-'-.&(0+3#A+)B++'#10)5-.#
-'2# )+/*'0/-.# -/)0<0)0+3# 3++# N+..# "IIP8# "KT9"KK8# '=!M=# $3# -#
1+35.)#&4#1+7+-)+2#+>7+10%+')3#0'#-'/0+')#/+1-%0/#%-@0'(#-'2#
4010'(8# B*+1+# W# +>7+10+'/+2# )*+# 10)5-.# 3)15/)510'(# &4# )*+3+#
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#

)+/*'&.&(0+3# 25+# )&# )*+#7*;30/-.# /&'3)1-0')3# 0%7&3+2#A;# )*+#
%-)+10-.# -'2# )*+# 7*+'&%+'&'# &4# 4010'(8# W# A+.0+<+# )*-)#
)+/*'0/-.# 10)5-.3# -1+# -# B&1)*;# -<+'5+# &4# 3)52;# -'2# )*-)# -'#
+>7+10%+')-.# -771&-/*# )&# )*+%# /&5.2# 71&<02+# -# A+))+1#
5'2+13)-'20'(# &4# 71+*03)&10/# %-)+10-.# /5.)51+=# N+302+3#
&44+10'(# -# '+B# 5'2+13)-'20'(# &4# )*+# !"#$%&./()*+#,(+-&.=#
)+/*'0/-.# 10)5-.3# /&5.2# +>7.-0'# )*+# 7+1303)+'/+# &4#
)+/*'&.&(0/-.# )1-20)0&'3# 4&1# .&'(# 7+10&23# &4# )0%+8# .0@+# )*+#
)#+,(%(<5# H0=+=8# )*+# .&(0/#&4# )+/*'0/-.#/&'/+7)0&'8# 4&..&B0'(#
<-'#2+1#R++5B#PSSP8#PQJM#&4#,5/5)+'0#7*-3+3#$8#$aN#-'2#N#
40(510'+3=#

$#7*;30/-.#/&'3)1-0')#1+(-120'(#40(510'+#!"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&#03#
)*+#)0%+#+.-73+2#2510'(#)*+#21;0'(#&4#)*+#/.-;#H$1'&.2#"IIJ8#
PPM=#:*+1+#03#-'#&7)0%5%#%&%+')#4&1#%&2+..0'(#-'2#F&0'0'(#
)*+#/.-;#7-1)38#B*0/*#2+)+1%0'+3#)*+#37++2#-'2#)0%0'(#&4#)*+#
B&1@#-'2#/&%7+.3# )*+# )+/*'0/-.#&7+1-)0&'3# )&#A+#-'#&12+1+2#
-/)0<0);=#$#3+/&'2#/&'3)1-0')8#71+3+')#0'#)*+#/&'/+7)0&'#&4#-';#
&AF+/)8# 03# )*+#%+%&1;# &4# )*+# &7+1-)0&'3# H3++#Y&1%-'# "ILLM#
)*-)#-..&B3#-'#+-3;#1+71&25/)0&'#&4#)*+#%&2+..0'(#(+3)51+3#-3#
B+..# -3# )*+01# +-3;# )1-'3%0330&'=# ,&'3+V5+').;# 04# -# !"#$%&/
()*+#,(+-&#03#1+7+)0)0<+8#&12+1+2#-'2#30%7.+8#0)#*-3#)*+#/*-'/+#
)&#A+/&%+#-#)+/*'0/-.#)1-20)0&'#-'2#-#10)5-.=##

Ritual modelling 

$'# 0'0)0-.# &A3+1<-)0&'# -A&5)# ,5/5)+'09:107&.;+# 40(510'+3#
1+(-123# )*+01# 20%+'30&'38# B*0/*# -1+# 0'4.5+'/+2# A;# )*+# 30?+#
-'2# )*+# 20<+13+# %&<+%+')3# &4# )*+# *-'2=# $# 3+/&'2#
&A3+1<-)0&'# /&'/+1'3# )*+01# B+012# -'-)&%0/-.# 3*-7+c# )*+#
40(510'+3# *-<+# -# .-1(+# 7+.<0/# -1+-# H)*+# 1+-3&'# B*;# -..#
40(510'+3#B+1+# .-A+..+2# Z4+%0'0'+[#&1# Z-'21&(;'&53[M#-'2#-'#
-//+')5-)+2#/51<+#&4#)*+#370'+8#&1#.&12&3038#)B&#)1-0)3#)*-)#)*+#
+>7+10%+')-)0&'# B0)*# )*+# !"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&# B0..# )1;# )&#
+>7.-0'=#HX0(=#PM#

#

#

#

#

$# 3)-)03)0/# -'-.;303# &4# )*+# +>7+10%+')3# W# /-110+2# HG*+&1(*05#
PSSQM#71&25/+2#)*+#4&..&B0'(#3)-'2-12#!"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&c#

! )*+# 71&25/)0&'# &4# )*1++# +V5-.# .5%73# &4# /.-;8#
+-/*#.-1(+#+'&5(*#)&#40..#-#*5%-'#*-'2#/.-37+2#
0')&#-#403)#-'2#%&2+..+2#B0)*#-#1&5'2#%&<+%+')#
&4#)*+#7-.%#HX0(=#TMC#

! )*+#3+7-1-)+#%&2+..0'(#&4#/&'0/-.#.+(3#-'2#*-.49
7+.<03# 41&%# )B&# .5%73# &4# /.-;# A;# -# 15AA0'(#
%&<+%+')#&4#)*+#7-.%3#HX0(3=K#-'2#QMC#

! )*+# 3&.2+10'(# )&(+)*+1# &4# )*+# .+(3# A;# 71+3351+#
HD1+/5/5)+'0# )1-20)0&'M8# A;# )B03)0'(# )*+# 7&0')+2#
+'2#&4#)*+#)B&#/&'+3#H,5/5)+'0#)1-20)0&'#7*-3+3#
$# -'2# $aNM# HX0(=# !M8# -'2# A;# 15AA0'(# )*+%#
A+)B++'#)*+#7-.%3#H,5/5)+'0#)1-20)0&'#7*-3+#NMC#

! )*+#71+330'(#&4# )*+# )*012# .5%7#&4# /.-;#B0)*# )*+#
)B&#7-.%3#)&#4&1%#)*+#)&13&C#

! )*+# %&2+..0'(# &4# )*+# /&')&51# &4# )*+# )&13&# A;#
70'/*0'(# )*+# /.-;# A+)B++'# )*+# )*5%A# -'2#
4&1+40'(+1#HX0(=#JMC#

! )*+#%&2+..0'(#&4#)*+#*+-2#A;#15AA0'(#)*+#+'2#&4#
)*+# )&13&# A+)B++'# )*+# )*5%A# -'2# 4&1+40'(+1#
HX0(=#LMC#

! )*+#%&2+..0'(#&4# )*+# 4-/+#A;#70'/*0'(# )*+# /.-;#
A+)B++'#)*+#)*5%A#-'2#4&1+40'(+1C#

! )*+# -33+%A.-(+# &4# )*+# B*&.+# 40(510'+# A;#
71+330'(# )*+# )&13&# H-3# 0)# 03# *+.2# A+)B++'# )*+#
)*5%A#-'2#4&1+40'(+1M#&')&# )*+#7+.<0/#-1+-#H->&=#
)*+#.-1(+1#7-1)#&4#)*+#)B&#.+(3#3&.2+1+2#)&(+)*+1M#
HX0(=#IM=#

:*+# 4013)# 3)-(+# &4# )*+# !"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&# *+.73# +>7.-0'# )*+#
.-1(+# 20%+'30&'3# &4# )*+# 7+.<0/# -1+-# &4# %-.+# 40(510'+3# .0@+#
)*&3+#41&%#)*+#30)+#&4#b5%+3)0#H3++#N-0.+;#PS"S8#""L9""I8#40(=#
Q9K-M8#-'2#0'#)*+#.-3)#3)-(+8#)*+#+>-((+1-)+2#/51<+#&4#)*+#370'+#
H.&12&303M=# 6>7+10%+')3# 2+%&'3)1-)+# )*-)# )*+3+# /15/0-.#
)+/*'&.&(0/-.#%&%+')3#0%7.;#)*+#53+#&4#4&1/+#&'#)*+#3514-/+#
&4#)*+#%-)+10-.#)&#3&.2+1#)*+#7-1)3#)&(+)*+1=#$'&)*+1#0'2+>#&4#
)*+# 53+# &4# 35/*# 4&1/+# 03# )*+# 7&0')+2# +'2# &4# )*+# .+(3# HB*0/*#
71+3+')#-'#+>)1-#7&0')+2#71&.&'(-)0&'#&'#40(510'+3#A+.&'(0'(#
)&# ,5/5)+'0# 7*-3+# NM8# 2+30('+2# )&# +'-A.+# )*153)0'(# )*+#
40(510'+# 0')&# 3&%+# 3&4)# %-)+10-.=# $3# -# 1+35.)8# )*+# 3*-7+# &4#
)*+3+# 40(510'+3# /&5.2# A+# 7+1/+0<+2# -3# )*+#%-)+10-.03-)0&'# &4#
3+<+1-.#4&1/+3#-/)0'(#57&'#)*+#%-..+-A.+#/.-;=#

#
#
#

 

 

Fig. 2: Broken Side view of an experimentally modelled figurine 
(Photo by Cornelia C!tuna).#
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#
Fig. 3: Three equal lumps of clay used in an experiment by the author 
(Photo by Cornelia C!tuna).#

#
Fig. 4: Experimental modelling the conical legs (Photo by Cornelia 
C!tuna)#

#
Fig. 5: Experimentally modelled conical legs and pelvis (Photo by 
Cornelia C!tuna).#

#
Fig. 6: Twisting the point of the feet during an experiment by the 
author (Photo by Cornelia C!tuna).#

#
Fig: 7: Forming the torso by pinching the clay during an experiment 
by the author (Photo by Cornelia C!tuna). 

#

#
Fig. 8: Experimental modelling of the head (Photo by Cornelia 
C!tuna).#
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#
Fig. 9: Final assemblage of the experimental figurine by pressing the 
torso onto the pelvic area (Photo by Cornelia C!tuna).#

#

X&1#)*+#40(510'+3#%-2+#&4#)*1++#70+/+38#)*+#)*012#3)-(+#&4#)*+#
!"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&#<-10+3#A;#/5.)51-.#7*-3+=#$3#-#1+35.)8#0'#)*+#
D1+/5/5)+'0#)1-20)0&'#)*+#3%-..#7-0')+2#40(510'+3#H.0@+#)*+#3+)#
203/&<+1+2#-)#D&2510M#*-<+#3+7-1-)+.;#%&2+..+2#.+(3#3&.2+1+2#
A;# -# 30%7.+# 71+3351+8# -# 71&/+251+# B*0/*# &4)+'# 1-03+2#
71&A.+%3#-4)+1#4010'(8#B*+'8#25+#)&#)*+#)+'30&'#/1+-)+2#0'#)*+#
%-)+10-.8#)*+#.+(3#3+7-1-)+2#-.&'(#)*+#3&.2+10'(#.0'+#HX0(=#"SM=#
b510'(# )*+# ,5/5)+'0# )1-20)0&'# 7*-3+3# $# -'2# $aN8# )*03#
)+/*'0/-.#71&A.+%#B-3#3&.<+2#A;#15AA0'(#)*+#7&0')+2#+'2#&4#
)*+#4++)8#-#71&/+251+#0%71&<+2#2510'(#7*-3+#N#A;#15AA0'(#)*+#
+')01+# .+(3# A+)B++'# )*+# 7-.%38# B*0/*# /1+-)+3# )*+# 4-.3+#
0%71+330&'#&4#-#30'(.+#70+/+#4&1# )*+# .+(3#-'2#4++)=#`*+'#)*+#
(+3)51+3#&4#15AA0'(#B+1+#0')+'3040+28#)*+#3*-7+#&4#)*+#.+(3#-'2#
4++)#B+1+#+.&'(-)+28#1+35.)0'(#0'#-#B+012#-'-)&%0/-.#40(510'+#
3*-7+# 3+1<0'(# )&# +'-A.+# )*+# 40(510'+[3# 7.-/+%+')# 0'# -# 3&4)#
%-)+10-.#B0)*&5)#-.)+10'(#)*+#71&7&1)0&'#&4#)*+#A&2;=#

#
Fig. 10: Precucuteni II tradition figurines showing the legs separated 
along the soldering line after the firing process; from  Poduri –Dealul 
Ghindaru, Neam" County Museum Complex, Piatra Neam".  (Photo by 
the author).#

#

$3#A+0'(#)*+#71&25/)#&4#-#'-)51-.#3+)#&4#(+3)51+38#)*+#!"#$%&/
()*+#,(+-&#&4#/&'3)15/)0&'#B-3#<+1;#+1(&'&%0/8#'+/+330)-)0'(#
30%7.+# (+3)51+38# +-3;# )&# A+# 1+7.0/-)+28# %+%&10?+2# -'2#
)1-'3%0))+28# +<+'# &1-..;=# :*03# 03# /&'401%+2# A;# )*+#
+>7+10%+')3# /-110+2# &5)# B0)*# /*0.21+'# 0'# )*+# <0..-(+# &4#
g#2-3)1-# 0'# 3&5)*+1'# h&%-'0-# 41&%# PSSS# )&# PSSQC# )*+;#
1+%+%A+1+2# )*+# !"#$%&./()*+#,(+-&.# &4# /&'3)15/)0&'# -'2#
2+/&1-)0&'#-4)+1#-'#0')+1157)0&'#&4#)*1++#;+-13=#HX0(=#""M=#

#
Fig. 11. A figurine made by a 9 year old child from the village of 
V#dastra after three years from his first experiment (Photo by the 
author in 2003)#

6>7+10%+')3# -.3&# 1+<+-.# )*+# !"#$%&/()*+#,(+-&# &4#
/&'3)15/)0&'# *-3# )B&# 30('040/-')# 3)-(+3# 4&1# )*+# !(%,+(1#
HG*+&1(*05# PSSQM# &4# )*+# 2+/&'3)15/)0&'# &4# 40(510'+3# -)# )*+#
7.-/+#&4# )*+# -77.0/-)0&'#&4# )*+# 4&1/+3#%+')0&'+2#-A&<+8# 0=+=8#
)*+# 3&.2+10'(# &4# )*+# .+(3# )&(+)*+1# -'2# &4# )*+# )&13&# &'# )*+#
7+.<03=#:*03#)+/*'&.&(0/-.#%&%+')#0'<&.<+3#)*+#3-%+#(+3)51+3#
&4#)*+#*-'23#-3#-'#-/)0<0);#&4#3+-.0'(=##

`&1@0'(# B0)*# 1+7.0/-3# &4# ,*-./&.0)*0/# /.-;# 3)-%73#
HG*+&1(*05# PSSLM8# W# 1+-.0?+2# )*+# -'-.&(0+3# A+)B++'# )*+# )B&#
10)5-.#&7+1-)0&'3c#3+-.0'(8#&'#&'+#*-'28#-'2#F&0'0'(#)*+#A&2;#
7-1)3# &4# -# 40(510'+8# &'# )*+# &)*+1# *-'2=# 6>7+10%+')3#
2+%&'3)1-)+#-#1+.-)0&'3*07#A+)B++'#3+-.0'(#-'2#A1+-@0'(C#4&1#
+>-%7.+# )*+# 71+3351+# -77.0+2# &'# 2&5(*# B0)*# -# /.-;# 3)-%7#
71&25/+3#-#401%#3514-/+#B*0/*#2&+3#'&)#/1-/@#+-30.;#0'#)0%+8#
-3# /&%7-1+2# )&# )*+# 1+3)# &4# )*+# 3514-/+# &4# )*+# 5'0%71+33+2#
%-)+10-.=#HX0(3=#"P#-'2#"TM#$#30%0.-1#71&/+33#&4#3)1+'()*+'0'(#
)*+#%-)+10-.# &//513# -)# )*+#%&%+')# &4# 3&.2+10'(# )*+# 40(510'+#
7-1)3# A;# 530'(# 71+3351+C# )*+1+4&1+8# )*+3+# 7-1)3# 2&# '&)# A1+-@#
A5)#&'.;#3+7-1-)+#B*+'#)*+;#-1+#35AF+/)+2#)&#4&1/+#0')+'2+2#)&#
71&25/+#A1+-@-(+#HX0(=#"KM=##

:*+#A1+-@-(+#&1# )*+#2+)-/*%+')# &4#7-1)3# &4# -# 40(510'+# 03# -'#
+-3;# 71&/+33# -3# .&'(# -3# -# 4&1/+# 03# -77.0+2# &'# 3&%+# &4# )*+#
B+-@#A&2;#7&0')38#35/*#-3#)*+#)B03)+2#7&0')+2#+'2#&4#)*+#.+(38#
)*+#)*0'#3+/)0&'#&4#)*+#)&13&#&1#)*+#71&)5A+1-'/+#&4#)*+#*+-2=#
O5/*# +-3+# &4# 2+/&'3)15/)0&'# %-;# *-<+# *-2# -# 10)5-.#
30('040/-'/+#)&&8#-3#35((+3)+2#A;#)*+#*5(+#'5%A+1#&4#A1&@+'#
40(510'+3#0'#,5/5)+'09:107&.;+#)1-20)0&'=#

#

#



Anthropomorphic and Zoomorphic Miniature Figures in Eurasia, Africa and Meso-America Morphology, Materiality, 
Technology, Function, and Context 

!!#
#

#
Fig. 12: Dough impressed with a design using a replica of a Neolithic 
clay stamp from Maliq (after Gheorghiu 2008, 89, fig.6)#

#
Fig. 13: The stamped part of the dough piece shown in Figure 12, as 
seen after a period of two years (Photo by the author).#

#
Fig. 14: Modular parts of experimental figurines that were detached 
by applying force (Photo by the author).#

Ritual decoration#

:*+#2+/&1-)0&'#&4#)*+#+')01+#A&2;8#+>/+7)#4&1#)*+01#*+-28#B-3#
+>+/5)+2#B0)*#1+(5.-18#1+7+)0)0<+#/*+<1&'#7-))+1'8#-.&'+#&1#0'#
-33&/0-)0&'#B0)*#7-1-..+.# .0'+3C# )*03#-77+-13# )&#*-<+#A++'# )*+#
1+35.)#&4#-#10)5-.#&7+1-)0&'=#6>7+10%+')3#1+<+-.# )*+#20440/5.);#
0'# 1+71&25/0'(# )*03# @0'2# &4# 0'/03+2# 7-))+1'# B0)*# -# /-1+45.#
1+7+)0)0<+# -/)0&'8#B*0/*# 03# /*-1-/)+103)0/# &4# -# 10)5-.# -/)0<0);=#
O0%0.-1#-))+')0&'#B-3#(0<+'# )&# )*+# 0'/030&'#&4#3701-.#7-))+1'3#
&'#)*+#7+.<0/#&1#2&13-.#?&'+3#&4#)*+#40(510'+3#&4#)*+#,5/5)+'0#
7*-3+3#$# -'2#$aN8#B*&3+#%+-'0'(#71&A-A.;#B-3# 1+.-)+2# )&#
)*+#)B03)0'(#&4#)+>)0.+#40A1+3=#

$3# 0'# '5%+1&53# <035-.# 1+71+3+')-)0&'38# /*+<1&'3# -1+# -#
20-(1-%%-)0/# 0..53)1-)0&'# 4&1# )B0..# 7.-0)0'(# H3++# $2&<-30&#
"IJJ8#"SQC#""TM=#W#0')+171+)#)*03#3+%0&)0/#%+33-(+#-3#-#3&1)#&4#
Z0'3)15/)0&'[# 4&1# 7.-0)0'(8# -'2# 1+71&25/+2# )*+%# )*1&5(*#
+>7+10%+')3#HX0(3=#"Q#i#"IM=#:*+#1+35.)0'(#B1-77+2#40(510'+3#
/&'3)0)5)+# 0%-(+3# 30%0.-1# )&# )*-)# &4# 45'+1-1;# B1-770'(3# 0'#
20<+13+# *03)&10/-.# -(10/5.)51-.# 3&/0+)0+3=# ,&'3+V5+').;# W#
71&7&3+# )*-)# )*03# );7+# &4# 40(510'+# /&5.2# +<&@+# )*+# 45'+1-1;#
B1-770'(3# &4# 2+/+-3+2# 7+13&'3# &1# Z-'/+3)&13[# HG*+&1(*05#
"IIPC# G*+&1(*05# "II!# -8# AC# G*+&1(*05# "IIJC# G*+&1(*05#
PSSTM=# O&%+# 40(510'+3# &4# )*+# ,5/5)+'0# 7*-3+# N# 2037.-;# )*+#
A0'20'(3# -3# 7-0')+2# .0'+3# 7&30)0&'+2# A+)B++'# 7+14&1-)+2#
@'&A3C# 0'# )*03#/-3+8#-#30%0.-1#B1-770'(#%-;#A+#%-2+#B0)*#-#
)+>)0.+# )*1+-2# 7-33+2# )*1&5(*# )*+# 7+14&1-)0&'3# -//&120'(# )*+#
7-0')+2#20-(1-%=#

#
Fig. 15: Left, front view of an incised figurine from Târpe$ti, 
Precucuteni tradition (after Marler 2008, 116; photo courtesy of the 
Institute for Archaeomythology); right, reconstruction of the pattern of 
body wrapping (Drawing on photo by Radu Damian).#
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#
Fig. 16: Left, dorsal view of an incised figurine from Târpe$ti, 
Precucuteni tradition (after Marler 2008, 116; photo courtesy of the 
Institute for Archaeomythology); right, reconstruction of the pattern of 
body wrapping (Drawing on photo by Radu Damian). 

#
Fig. 17: Left, an incised figurine from Dragu$eni, Cucuteni tradition 
phase A (after Marinescu-Bîlcu and Bolomey 2000, fig. 159/1; photo 
courtesy of Dr. Silvia Marinescu-Bîlcu); right, reconstruction of the 
pattern of body wrapping (Drawing on photo by Radu Damian). 

$# 4013)# -1(5%+')# 0'# 4-<&51# &4# )*+# 45'+1-1;# %&2+.# B-3# )*+#
5'535-.# -'-)&%0/-.# 2+)-0.3# &4# )*+# *5%-'# A&2;c# )*+#
+%7*-303+2# 3*&5.2+138# )*+# -A3+'/+# &4# -1%3# -'2# )*+#
357+17&30)0&'#&4#)*+#.+(3#H%&2+..+2#-3#)*+#)B03)+2#+'23#&4#)*+#
/&'0/-.# 4++)M# -1+# )1-0)3# B*0/*# /-'# A+# &A3+1<+2# &'# )*+#
%5%%040+2# A&20+3# &1# )*+# 3@+.+)&'3# +'<+.&7+2# 0'# <+(+)-.# &1#
)+>)0.+#A-'2-(+3# .0@+# )*&3+# 0'# )*+# +-1.;#,+1'0/-#,*-./&.0)*0/#
/+%+)+1;8#2-)+2#)&#)*+#N&0-'#)1-20)0&'#HQ)*#%0..+''05%#N,M=$#
3+/&'2#-1(5%+')#/&'/+1'0'(#)*+01#45'+1-1;#/*-1-/)+1#/&5.2#A+#
)*+# -'-.&(;# &4# 37-)0-.# 203)10A5)0&'# A+)B++'# )*+# 7-1)3# &4#
40(510'+3#-'2#)*+#70+/+3#&4#*5%-'#3@+.+)&'8#203/&<+1+2#0'#70)3#
Hb5%0)1+3/5#d=# "IQJ8#II8# 44=M8# *&53+*&.23# HN+%#PSSJ8#PQP9
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Fig. 18: Left, an incised figurine from Scânteia, Cucuteni tradition 
phase A (after Marler 2008, 125; photo courtesy of the Institute for 
Archaeomythology); right, a reconstruction of the pattern of body 
wrapping (Drawing on photo by Radu Damian). 
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Fig. 19: Left, an incised figurine from Dragu$eni, Cucuteni tradition 
phase A (after Marinescu-Bîlcu and Bolomey 2000, fig. 160/2; photo 
courtesy of Dr. Silvia Marinescu-ilcu); right,  a reconstruction of the 
pattern of body wrapping (Drawing on photo by Radu Damian).#
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Fig. 20: Fragment of a vase with a modelled figure on a perforated 
knob, from Duruitoare (after Monah 1997, 497; fig. 245/6), courtesy 
Dr. Dan Monah.#

#

Fig. 21: Fragment of a vase with a modelled figure on false-
impressed cordage, from Bârlãe$ti, (after Ni"u 1976, 490).#
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